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TABLE 1
Demographic Characteristics
(in percentages) of Gang Youth by Gender

Total Sample Gang Youth Only
Male Female Male Female
Total n 2,808 3,043 380 237
Total percentage 48 52 62 38
Race
White 42" 40 26 22
49° 51 65 35
African American 26 27 33 27
48 52 66 34
Hispanic 19 18 3 28
49 51 56 44
Asian 6 6 4 5
45 55 56 44
Other 7 9 14 17
42 58 b 45
1. Column percent.
2. Row percent.
** p < .01 for total sample and for gang youth.
Esbensen et al., 1999
Table |. Sample Characteristics by Gang Membership
Full sample
(n) of Gang member Nongang
persons = 3,881 (n =299) (n = 3,582)
M SD M SD M SD
SES
Interviewer rating
Low 0.07 0.25 0.11° 0.32 0.07 0.26
Mid 0.42 0.47 0.58° 0.49 04| 0.49
High 0.51 0.48 0.30*° 0.46 052 0.50
Arrested 0.05 0.22 0.27° 0.44 0.04 0.20
Arrests 0.079 0.46 0.58° .57 0.06 0.38
Tapia, 2011

= Results of this literature review confirm the hypothesis and suggest that
males are more likely than females to become involved in gangs later in
their adolescence; and be convicted of a violent crime.

= Additionally, females who are involved in gangs are more likely to have
experienced and/or witnessed physical abuse (p=.006) and domestic
violence (p=.003); and are more likely to participate in gang activity if they
have siblings who are also involved (p=.01).

* Moreover, in a longitudinal study of 7,615 incarcerated juveniles, 11% were
in gangs with 1.77x higher rates of PTSD, 2.58x higher rates of substance
use, 1.24x higher rates of ODD and 4.05x higher rates of CD.

= Collectively, the studies further support the hypothesis by indicating that
coming from a lower SES background, being a marginalized immigrant,
and/or having a severe psychiatric diagnosis such as Antisocial Personality
Disorder (ASPD; 86%) or a learning disability will increase the likelihood
that the child or adolescent will become involved with a gang.
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